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This high handed stretch of power was every where received with indignation and alarm. The people of Boston were loud in denunciation of it^ and in the expression of their sympathy for their bretheren of New York, suffering under Ministerial tyranny, and both parties seemed preparing for the approaching contest. The time was fast approaching when the Assembly was to expire, by its septennial limitation, and after granting a further supply of fifteen hundred pounds, for the support of the troops, the Governor, on the llth February, 1768, in form, dissolved them^ With the act to humble the Assembly of New York, came others of a more general character. These were, " To establish Commissioners of the Customs in America;" "To compensate the stamp officers, who had been deprived by the people;" " A tariff of duties upon various articles of the first necessity, with an act, taking off the duty on tea consumed in England, and imposing a duty on that brought into America;" and to encourage the East India Company to crowd their commodities into the colonial market, a drawback was granted, upon the exportation from the mother country, to the American provinces. The colonists of Massachusetts were the first to raise the cry against the newly imposed duties, and recommended the revival of the lion-intercourse league. They had flatly refused compliance with the Mutiny Bill, and recommended to their sister colonies to follow their example. The patriotic ladies, determined to relinquish their favorite beverage, and entered into associations to discourage the consumption of tea.
Writs for the election of a new Assembly were issued, and while the canvass was proceeding, the newspapers were busy in decrying the system of open voting, and recommended another mode, better adapted to secure the independence of the electors. Complaint was made of the practice of self nominations and of soliciting votes, with its usual concomitants. Much murmuring was heard, as it has since been in latter times, against the preponderance of representatives of the